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EPA to Install Additional Groundwater
Monitoring Wells in the San Gabriel Valley

Project is part of continuing investigation of area groundwater quality

Figure 1: Planned
Fieldwork — Locations of
existing and proposed
groundwater monitoring
wells

Figura 1: Planes de
trabajo - Ubicaciones
propuestas para los pozos
demonitoreo del agua
subterranea
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will install three wells this winter
2004/2005 in the Cities of Alhambra and San Gabriel as part of a continuing effort to study
the extent of groundwater contamination in the area. This project will not expose people
living or working near the drilling sites to contaminated water or to hazardous chemicals.
This fact sheet will inform you of our planned activities and will describe EPA's investigation
and cleanup of groundwater contamination in Area 3 of the San Gabriel Valley Superfund

sites.

Continued on pg. 2




Page 2 San Gabriel Valley, Area 3 Superfund Sites

San Gabriel Valley Area 3 Groundwater
Monitoring Well Installation Project

Work schedules. EPA will drill three wells. Safety barriers and sound-reducing
monitoring wells (see Figure 1). Each location blankets will enclose the drilling location
will take five to six weeks to complete. The (see photo, back page).
drilling contractors will generally work be- Security and convenience. The drilling
tween the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.,  jtes will be patrolled during non-work
with all noise-intensive activities stopping by hours. EPA, in cooperation with the Cities
5:00 p.m. Due to geologic conditions, some  of Alhambra and San Gabriel, will work to
vYork will occur up to 24 hours per day at minimize equipment noise and traffic
tumes. disruption. EPA does not expect any

Equipment on site. The drilling crew will  disturbance from ground vibrations.

use a truck-mounted drilling rig to install the
& He Continued on pg. 9

For More Information

Information Repositories. EPA provides general information on the Superfund Program, as well as
copies of fact sheets and technical documents on the San Gabriel Valley Operable Units, at the
locations below.

Alhambra Public Library
410 West Main Street
Alhambra, CA 91801

(626) 570-5008

West Covina Library Superfund Records Center Rosemead Library
1601 West Covina Parkway 95 Hawthorne Street, Room 403 (SFD 7C) 8800 Valley Boulevard
West Covina, CA 91790 San Francisco, CA 94105 Rosemead, CA 91770
(626) 962-3541 (415) 536-2000 (626) 573-5220

Information is also available on EPA's web sites at http://www.epa.gov (EPA Headquarters home
page), http://www.epa.gov/region09 (EPA Region 9 home page), and http://yosemite.epa.gov/r9/
sfund/overview.nsf/ (Superfund site overviews).

Contacts

EPA: Lisa Hanusiak, Remedial Project Manager: (415) 972-3152

Alheli Bafios, Community Involvement Coordinator: (213) 244-1808

Toll-free (English and Spanish) Community Involvement Office message line: (800) 231-3075
Local: Colleen Commentz, City of Alhambra: (626) 570-3252

City Engineer, City of San Gabriel: (626) 308-2806 x4631
Media: Francisco Arcaute, EPA Southern California Press Officer: (213) 244-1815
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Valle de San Gabriel Area 3 Proyecto de Instalacién
de Pozos de Monitoreo del Agua Subterranea

Horario de trabajo. EPA perforari tres Seguridad y convenencia. El sitio de
pozos de monitoreo (vea la Figura 1). Cada perforacién estard patrullado durante las horas que
uno tomard aproximadamente de 5 a 6 no se trabaje. En cooperacién con las ciudades de
semanas para completar. Los contratistas Alahambra y San Gabriel, la EPA tratard de reducir
trabajardn generalmente entre las horas de el ruido del equipo y interrupcién de trafico. EPA
7:00 a.m. y 7:00 p.m., pero las actividades  no anticipa inconveniencias de vibraciones de tierra.
mds ruidosas estardn cesando a las 5:00 de la Resultados. La FPA comenzari a tomar
tarde. Por condiciones geoldgicas cierto muestras del agua subterrdnea de los nuevos pozos

trabajo ocurrird hasta 24 horas al dfa a veces. yna vez que estos hayan sido terminados y

Equipo en el sitio. El equipo usard una  continuard tomando muestras cada 4 meses durante
plataforma de perforacién montada en 2 afios por lo menos. La EPA compartira los
camidn para instalar los pozos. Barreras de  resultados del agua subterrdnea por medio de
seguridad y mantas para reducir ruido estardn boletines informativos, y otros documentos del
rodeando la localizacién de perforacién (véa proyecto disponibles, en los depésitos de
la foto en la ultima pdgina). informacién.

Para Mas Informacion

EPA proporciona informacion general sobre el Programa Superfundo y copias de hojas informativas y
documentos técnicos sobre las unidades de operacion del Valle de San Gabriel en los siguientes locales:

Alhambra Public Library
410 West Main Street
Alhambra, CA 91801

(626) 570-5008

West CovinaLibrary Superfund Records Center Rosemead Library
1601 West Covina Parkway 95 Hawthorne Street, Room 403 (SFD 7C) 8800 Valley Boulevard
West Covina, CA 91790 San Francisco, CA 94105 Rosemead, CA91770
(626) 962-3541 (415)536-2000 (626) 573-5220

Puede encontrar informacion en las paginas de la red de EPA en: http://www.epa.gov (pagina principal de la
oficina central de EPA), http://www.epa.gov/region09 (pagina central de la Region 9 de EPA), http://
yosemite.epa.gov/r9/sfund/overview.nsf/ (vision de conjunto de sitios del Superfondo).

Contactos
EPA: LisaHanusiak, Gerente del Proyecto Correctivo (415) 972-3152
Alheli Bafios, Coordinadora de Participacion Comunitaria: (213) 244-1808.

Llamandas gratuitas (inglés y espafol) a linea de mensaje de la oficina de participacién
communitaria de EPA: (800) 231-3075

Local: Colleen Commentz, de la Ciudad de Alhambra: (626) 570-3252
Ingeniero de la Ciudad de San Gabriel: (626) 308-2806 x4631

Medios de comunicacién: Francisco Arcaute, Oficial de Prensa de la EPA para el sur de California:
(213) 244-1815
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Contaminacién del Agua Subterranea en
el Valle

El proyecto de los pozos de monitoreo del
Area 3 es parte de un esfuerzo mds grande para
proteger el abastecimiento de agua del Valle de
San Gabriel. El acuifero de la cuenca de San
Gabriel proporciona aproximadamente 90%
del abastecimiento de agua doméstica para mds
de un millién de residentes del Valle de San
Gabriel. En 1984 la extensiva contaminacién
del agua subterrdnea con quimicos industriales
incita a la EPA a agregar 4 dreas en el Valle de
San Gabriel (Areas 1 a 4) a la Lista Nacional de
Prioridades de los sitios de desechos mis
contaminados del pais. El Area 3 incluye partes
de las ciudades de Alhambra, San Gabriel,
Temple City, San Marino, South Pasadena y
Rosemead. La contaminacién del agua
subterrdnea es el resultado de décadas de uso y
précticas de eliminacién que lanzaron
compuestos orgdnicos voldtiles (VOCs) en la
tierra y el agua subterrdnea. Los VOCs se
utilizan comtinmente en la limpieza en seco, el
pelar de pintura, el chapado de metal, y el
desengrasar de maquinaria. Los contaminantes
encontrados en el Area 3 incluyen los VOCs

tricloroetileno (TCE) y tetrachloroethylene
(PCE).

Aunque hay contaminacién, los
proveedores de agua del Valle de San Gabriel
contindan proveyendo agua limpia a los
clientes, cerrando pozos en dreas contaminadas,
con tratamiento de limpieza para remover los
contaminantes, mezclando el agua para
alcanzar estdndares del agua potable, y
obteniendo el agua de vecinos proveedores o
utilidades.

¢Esta segura mi agua CQ% -

potable? — =
d
. d
iSi! Toda el agua
proporcionada porutilidades  de agua en

las comunidades del Valle de San Gabriel
cumple con los estandares federales y
estatuales de agua potable.

Investigacion Correctiva y Estudio de
Viabilidad del Area 3

Después de agregar los sitios del Valle de
San Gabriel a la Lista Nacional de Prioridades,
la EPA comenzé la Investigacién Correctiva/
Estddio de Viabilidad (RI/ES), este estudio
determinard el tipo y la extensién de la
contaminacién de la tierra y el agua subterrdnea
y el potencial de dafio al publico, identificard
fuentes de contaminacién, desarrollard un plan
de prioridades de limpieza, y desarrollard
alternativas para limpiar la contaminacién.

EPA comenzé el RI/FS para el Area 3 en
1999 y actualmente busca fuentes de
contaminacién por todo el drea. Varias
compaiiias en el drea han completado pruebas
de tierra y estdn comenzando pruebas del agua
subterrdnea para determinar el potencial de
contaminacién del agua debajo de sus
instalaciones. El paso siguiente, segtin notado
arriba, es instalar los pozos de monitoreo del
agua subterrdnea para colectar datos que
ayudardn a determinar el grado de
contaminacién y la relacién a las fuentes
sospechadas en el drea.
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Dy An Pao Gi€ng Ki€ém Tra Nudc Ngidm
Khu Vuc 3 viing San Gabriel Valley

Lich trinh cong tdc. EPA sé dao ba giéng
ki€m tra (xem Hinh 1). Mdi dia diéni mat
khodng nim t6i sdu tudn d€ hoan tit. C4c nha
thau dao gi€ng thudng s& 1am viéc tir 7 gid sdng
t6i 7 gid tdi, va tit cd cdc hoat dong gdy On
nhiéu s& ngirng trudc 5 gid chiéu. Do cic diéu
kién dia 1y, doi khi ho c6 thé 1am viéc t6i 24 gid
mot ngay.

Thi€t bi tai cong trudng. Todn khoan
gi€ng sé& diing thiét bi khoan gin vao xe tai dé
dit gi€ng. Ching t6i sé rao khu vuc dao giéng
bing cdc tAm chdn gidm thanh quanh khu vuc
khoan gi€ng va dit cdc chuéng ngai vat an toan
(xem hinh, trang mdt sau).

An toan va thuin tién. Cic dia di€m dao
gi€ng s& dugc tuin tra trong cdc gid khong lam
viéc. EPA sé& cuing phoi hgp vdi cac Thanh Phd
Alhambra va San Gabriel dé gidm thi€t ti€ng dn
cla thi€t bi va gidn doan giao thong. EPA du
dodn khu vuc d6 sé khong bi quay rdi do dat
rung.

K&t qud. EPA s& bit diu 14y cdc miu
nudc ngdm tir cdc gi€ng mdi sau khi hoan ta't va
sau d6 s& 14y khodng bdn thdng mdt 1an, trong it
nhat hai nim. EPA sé& thong bdo k&t qua xét
nghiém nudc ngdm qua c4c tJ thong tin va cdc
tai liéu khac vé du 4n c6 sin tai cdc thu vién tin
tirc. K&t qua xét nghiém miu nude 14y tif nim

P& Bi€t Thém Chi Ti€t

West CovinaLibrary
1601 West Covina Parkway
West Covina, CA 91790

(626)962-3541 (415)536-2000

Lién lac
EPA:

bia phuong:

Nhitng ndi cung cidp thém tin titc. EPA cung cip dit kién tdng quit vé Chuong Trinh
Superfund, cling nhu cdc tJ thong tin va ban tai liéu k§ thuiat vé Cdc Ban Piéu Hanh San Gabriel
Valley (San Gabriel Valley Operable Units) tai cdc dia diém sau day.

Alhambra Public Library
410 West Main Street
Alhambra, CA 91801

(626) 570-5008

Superfund Records Center
95 Hawthorne Street, Room 403 (SFD 7C)
San Francisco, CA 94105

Rosemead Library
8800 Valley Boulevard
Rosemead, CA91770
(626)573-5220

Tin tic ciing c6 sin tai cdc Pia di€ém Web clia EPA tai http://www.epa.gov (trang chi clia Vin Phong
Trung TaAm EPA), http://www.epa.gov/region09 (trang chii cia EPA Vung 9), va http://
yosemite.epa.gov/r9/sfund/overview.nsf/ (khdi quat vé dia di€m Superfund).

Lisa Hanusiak, Quén Ly Vién Dy An Stra Chira: (415) 972-3152
Alheli Bafios, Diéu Phdi Vién Cong Pong Tham Gia: (213) 244-1808

DPudng day nhin tin Mi&n phi cho Vin Phong Cong Pong Tham Gia cia EPA
(ti€ng Anh va ti€ng TAy Ban Nha): (800) 231-3075

Colleen Commentz, Thanh phd Alhambra: (626) 570-3252
City Engineer, Thanh phd San Gabriel: (626) 308-2806, s6 mdy phu 4631
Truyén thoéng: Francisco Arcaute, Nhan Vién Bao Chi EPA Khu Vyc Phia Nam California: (213) 244-1815
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gi€ng hién tai dudc ding trong tO thong tin
thdng Nim, 2004. K&t qud nay ciing c6 tai cdc
thu vién va trén trang mang dién todn ciia EPA
tai dia chi http://yosemite.epa.gov/r9/stund/
overview.nsf.
O Nhiém Nuéc Ngim
G vung Valley

Dv 4n gi€ng kiém tra nuSc ngdm Ving 3
nim trong c6 ging to 16n d€ bido vé ngudn
cung cap nuSc clia San Gabriel Valley. Nudc
trong Luu Vuc San Gabriel cung cAp khodng
90% ngudn cung cAp nudc ndi dia cho hon mot
triéu cu dan & ving San Gabriel Valley. Nam
1984, viéc 6 nhiém ngudn nudc ngam lan rong
do cdc hod chat cong nghiép da khi€n EPA phai
thém bon viing & San Gabriel Valley (Céc viing
1 t6i 4) vao Danh Sdch Uu Tién Qudc Gia vé
nhitng viing ph€ thdi ddc hai nhit trong nuéc.
Ving 3 bao gdm cédc phin clia thanh phd
Alhambra, San Gabriel, Temple City, San
Marino, South Pasadena, va Rosemead. Su 6
nhiém nudc ngdm 12 k&t qud clia viée x 1y va
x4 chat thdi sau nhi€u thap nién, 1am cdc hdp
chat hitu co dé bay hdi (hay con goi 1a VOC),
ngim vao trong dit va nudc ngdm. Céc hgp
chat hitu co dé bay hdi (VOC) thudng dudc
diing d€ giit kho, tdy son, ma kim loai, va tiy
nhdn mdy méc. Cédc chit 6 nhiém dudc tim
thdy & Ving 3 bao gdm trichloroethylene (TCE)
va tetrachloroethylene (PCE) cia VOC

Mic di c6 sy & nhiém, cdc nha cung cip
nudc & San Gabriel Valley van ti€p tuc cung
cadp nué6c sach cho khdch hang bing cach déng
céc gi€ng & nhitng viing bi 6 nhiém, x& 1y nudc
dé loai bd cdc chat & nhiém, pha tron nudc dé
d4p tng cédc tiéu chudn vé nudc udng, va 1ay
nudc tf cac nha cung cip hodc cdc cong ty tién
ich 6 viing l1an can.

Nudc ubng cia tdi cé 2D
N\ g A
an toan khong? m

]|

aea

CO6! Toan bo nuéc udng

do cédc cd quan tién ich § cdc cong dong
clia San Gabriel Valley cung  cip déu ddp
ting dugc cc tiéu chudn vé nudc udng clia
Ti€u Bang va Lién Bang.

Nghién Cdu V€ Tinh Khd Thi
Va Ki€m Tra Sita Chita Ving 3

Sau khi b3 sung cdc viing San Gabriel Val-
ley vao Danh Sach Uu Tién Quoc Gia, EPA bit
dau ti€n hanh Cudc Nghién Ctu V€ Tinh Kha
Thi/Ki€m Tra Stta Chita (RI/FS). Cudc nghién
cltu nay sé x4c dinh tinh chat va mifc do 6
nhiém dat v nuéc ngdm, va nguy cd giy hai
cho dan ching, x4dc dinh ngudn 6 nhiém, 1ap k&
hoach trén toan luu vuc d€ dinh ra cdc ndi cin
vu tién 1am sach trudc, va soan thdo cic ké
hoach khic d€ 1am sach viing 6 nhiém.

Niam 1999, EPA bit diu cudc nghién citu
RI/FS cho Vung 3, va hién nay vin dang nghién
cifu cdc ngudn & nhiém trén todn viing. Mot sd
¢ s thuong mai trong viing da hoan tit ki€m
tra dAt va bit ddu kiém tra nudc ngdm d€ xic
dinh nguy cd & nhiém nu6c ngdm & duéi céc co
s& clia ho. Giai doan k& ti€p, nhu da ghi & phan
trén, 1a dio cdc giéng ki€m tra nudc ngdm dé
thu thap dit liéu d4dnh gid mdc d6 6 nhiém va
mdi lién hé giita sy & nhiém vdi cdc ngudn dang
nghi ngd trong vung.
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410 West Main Street
Alhambra, CA 91801

(626) 570-5008

Superfund Records Center
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San Francisco, CA 94105
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From page 2

Results. EPA will begin taking samples of
groundwater from the new wells once the
wells are completed and about every four
months thereafter for at least two years. EPA
will share the results of the groundwater
sampling through fact sheets and other project
documents available at the information
repositories. Results of the sampling of the five
existing wells can be found in the May 2004
fact sheet, available in the information
repositories listed on Page 2 and on EPA's
website at hetp:/lyosemite.epa.gov/r9/sfund/

overview.nsf.

Groundwater Contamination in the Valley

The Area 3 monitoring well project is part
of a larger effort to protect the water supply of
the San Gabriel Valley. The San Gabriel Basin
aquifer provides approximately 90% of the
domestic water supply for more than one
million residents of the San Gabriel Valley. In
1984, widespread pollution of the
underground water source by industrial
chemicals prompted the EPA to add four areas
in the San Gabriel Valley (Areas 1 through 4)
to the National Priorities List of the country's
most hazardous waste sites. Area 3 includes
parts of the cities of Alhambra, San Gabriel,
Temple City, San Marino, South Pasadena,
and Rosemead. The groundwater
contamination is the result of decades of
handling and disposal practices that released
volatile organic compounds, or VOC:s, into the
soil and groundwater. VOCs are commonly
used in dry cleaning, paint stripping, metal
plating, and machinery degreasing.
Contaminants found in Area 3 include the
VOC:s trichloroethylene (TCE) and
tetrachloroethylene (PCE).

o 830:0
Is my drinking s

-l
water safe? =

O

Yes! All drinking water provided by water
utilities in San Gabriel Valley communities
meets current Federal and State drinking
water standards.

Despite the contamination, water suppliers
in the San Gabriel Valley continue to provide
customers with clean water by shutting down
wells in contaminated areas, treating water to
remove contaminants, blending water to meet
drinking water standards, and obtaining water
from neighboring suppliers or utilities.

Area 3 Remedial Investigation and
Feasibility Study

After adding the San Gabriel Valley sites to
the National Priorities List, EPA began the
Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/ES).
This study will determine the nature and
extent of soil and groundwater contamination
and potential for harm to the public, identify
sources of contamination, develop a basin-wide
plan to set cleanup priorities, and develop
alternatives for cleaning up the contamination.

EPA began the RI/ES for Area 3 in 1999
and is currently searching for sources of
contamination throughout the area. Several
area businesses have completed soil testing and
are beginning groundwater testing to determine
the potential for contamination of groundwater
beneath their facilities. The next step, as noted
above, is to install groundwater monitoring
wells and continue to collect data to help assess
the extent of the contamination and its
relationship to suspected sources in the area.
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Figure 2: Typical Well
Installation Site

Figura 2: Sitio Tipico de
Instalacion de Pozo
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MAILING COUPON

If you did not receive this fact sheet in the mail and would like to be included on the
mailing list to receive future mailings about the Area 3 portion of the San Gabriel Valley
Superfund Sites, please fill out the coupon below and return to: Alheli Banos, USEPA Region
9, Southern California Field Office, 600 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1460, Los Angeles, CA 90017.

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

FAX:

EMAIL:

ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATION:

OPTIONAL ITEMS:

You may also provide the above information via email to:

banos.alheli@epa.gov
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